SEXUAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE BOY

development run parallel with the growing supremacy of his genital
stage and characterize the later stages of his Oedipus conflict.

Disturbances of Sexual Development

Stress has already been laid on the child's phantasy of its parents
perpetually joined in copulation as a source of intense anxiety-
situations. Under the influence of such a phantasy its mother's body
represents above all a union of mother and father which is extremely
dangerous and which is directed against the child. If the separation of
this combined parent-imago does not take place to a sufficient degree
in the course of its development, the child will be overtaken by severe
disturbances both of its object-relationships and of its sexual life. A
predominance of the combined parent-imago goes back, as far as my
experience goes, to disturbances in the earliest relations of small
children to their mother, or rather, to her breast.1 This situation,
while very fundamental in children of both sexes, is already different
for each in the earliest stages of development. In the following pages I
shall confine my attention to the boy and examine how these terrify-
ing phantasies gain their predominance2 and in what way they
influence his sexual development.

In my analyses of boys and adult men I have found that when
strong oral-sucking impulses have combined with strong oral-
sadistic ones, the infant has turned away very early on from his
mother's breast with hatred.3 His early and intense destructive
trends against her breast have led him to introject a 'bad' mother for
the most part; and his concomitant and sudden giving up of her
breast has been followed by an exceedingly strong introjection of his
father's penis. His feminine phase has been governed by feelings of
hatred and envy towards his mother, and at the same time, as a
result of his powerful oral-sadistic impulses, he has come to have an
intense hatred4 and a correspondingly intense fear of his internalized
father's penis. His extremely strong oral-sucking impulses have

1 Gf. Chapter VIII.

2 For a description of their application to the girl see the previous chapter.

3 In some of these cases the sucking period has been short and unsatis-
factory; in others  the child had only been  given the bottle.  But even
where the period of sucking has to all appearances been satisfactory, the
child may nevertheless have turned away from the breast very soon and \vith
feelings of hatred and may have introjected his father's penis very strongly.
In this case, his behaviour must have been determined by constitutional
factors. See Chapter VIII.

4 The boy's over-strong hatred of his father's penis is based on excessively
strong destructive phantasies directed towards his mother's breast and body;
so that here, too, his early attitude to his mother influences his attitude to his
father.
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